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CLASH OF THE TITANS

Student veterans seek
lounge improvements
Amid the loud Kirkhof Center
atmosphere, veterans' association
asks administrators to consider a
new location for shared space
SEE A3

LAKER LIFE

Sustainable farming
program grows at GV
Students work with their hands at
the Sustainable Agriculture Project.
The community farm provides fresh
produce and flowers for campus
SEE A6

SPORTS

Former club standout
gets varsity chance

No. 14 GVSU set to
rumble with No. 5 FSU

Senior Taylor Shomin, former club
volleyball libero, makes the most
of her curtain-call opportunity with
Laker varsity volleyball team

LOCKDOWN: Defensive back Tre Walton (28) makes a play against Ferris State in Big Rapids. Michigan last season. The Bulldogs blew out the Lakers 42-17. GVSU
will host FSU on Saturday at 7 p.m. at Lubbers Stadium. Both teams are undefeated in 2015 and are battling for position in the GLIAC North. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

SEE A7

BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

ONLINE

Follow @GVLSports
for game day updates

n 2012, Jason Vander Laan took the
reigns as Ferris States starting quar
terback. Vander Laan, then a redshirt
freshman, led the Bulldogs to a 40-24
win over Grand Valley State.
It was the first time the Bulldogs had beat the
Lakers in 12 tries.
That 2012 game set a dangerous precedent for
GVSU. The Lakers haven’t beaten the Bulldogs in

n

Can’t make it to the game on
Saturday? Follow along with our
sports editor for live insight and info
during the rivalry matchup with FSU
SEE TWITTER.COM

three straight seasons. Vander Laan has torched
GVSU year after year, accounting for 10 touch
downs in his three outings against GVSU.
The Lakers host FSU in the Anchor-Bone
Classic on Sept. 19 at Lubbers Stadium. Vander
Laan isn’t the only storyline for the tilt, but the
top key for a GVSU victory is slowing down
the senior quarterback.
“He’s just big, strong and physical,” said de
fensive end Matt Judon. “He does a good job
studying defenses and they do a good job of
preparing. We had him in the backfield a cou

ple of times last year and we didn’t finish and it
ended up being a big play.
“We just want to be sure we play within our
selves and we know we can stop him.”
Vander Laan is the returning Harlon Hill
award-winner - the Division II equivalent of the
Heisman Trophy. The FSU signal caller has rushed
and passed for over 1,000 yards for three consecu
tive seasons, and brings dual-threat abilities to a
body built like a fire hydrant
SEE FSU | A2

STUDENT POPULATION

ALLENDALE CAMPUS

Parking pandemonium
Limited spaces prompt changes for parking
BY HANNAH LENTZ
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

rom students to professors to fac
ulty members, there is one topic
of conversation that seems to be
extremely popular for all mem
bers of the Grand Valley State
University community: parking.
Parking services has sold 10,400 parking
passes to students for this semester. Tradi
tional parking prices increased $10 per se
mester and $3 on the parking lot J-commuter permit per semester.
With record high enrollment numbers this
year, parking services is working to allow for
maximum student parking availability for those
who have purchased a pass.
“In an effort to make room, active en
forcement is taking place for those opting
to park on campus without a valid parking
permit,” Lisa Garringer said.
If students do receive a parking ticket, they
can pay at a transaction window on either cam
pus, online using the website www.gvsu.edu/
parking, pay at the dropbox in front of Public
Safety or pay by phone.
However, some students that bought
parking passes are already fed up with how
difficult it is to find parking spots in time to
get to their classes.
For the first time, students at GVSU will be
able to sell back previously purchased parking
passes for the fall 2015 semester for a full refund.
Students must present their student IDs for the
money to be returned to each student’s account
“Students have always had the opportunity
to return their permits up until the fifth day of
the semester for a 100 percent refund, as we fol
low the tuition refund schedule,” said Lisa Gar
ringer of parking services operations. “However,
this year, the decision was made to continue to
offer 100 percent during the time period tradi
tionally offered at 75 percent.”
Students who park on campus may be
struggling for space right now, but univer
sity personnel remain hopeful about in
creased parking availability.
“It’s typical for the lots on the Allendale Cam
pus to be fuller during the first couple of weeks
of classes,” said Jim Bachmeier, vice president for

Laker total reaches
record number
Class of 2019 shrinks
slightly, but enrollment
continues to grow at GV
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM

3. Lot F and the northeast portion of lot G are
now reserved for faculty and staff.

1. There is a new lot for tenant and faculty/staff
parking with metered visitor spaces available.
This lot replaced the Lafayette lot which is now
owned by Spectrum Health.

There will be new signs designed to help guests
and visitors find short-term parking.

2. At the Eberhard Center, faculty/staff reserved
spaces are available for two hours. Visitors can

embers of the Laker commu
nity may have noticed the in
creased numbers of people on
Grand Valley State University’s
campus this year. Despite hav
ing fewer freshmen than last year, the uni
versity has hit record enrollment numbers
for the 2015-2016 school year, with a total
of 25,325 students. Last year, the university
enrolled 25,094 students.
“Were off to a great start this academic
year,” said President Thomas J. Haas in a
news release. “Grand Valley students know
they are enrolling in a university that puts
their education and well-being first We’ve
done a great deal of planning to not only at
tract students, but to keep them and guide
them to meaningful degrees. Our retention
is up, and students are benefiting.”
Jodi Chycinski, GVSU director of ad
missions, said her office received 19,331
applications for this year, compared to
19,256 last year. Of these, 13,800 stu
dents were accepted, though only 4,155
enrolled for the fall semester.
“Last fall was a record class of 4,226,”
Chycinski said. “Our goal for this fall was
4,100 new freshmen. We had 71 fewer
freshmen enroll this fall compared to last
fall, but we had 84 more transfer students
enroll this fall over last fall.”
According to the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education, af
ter peaking in 2007-08 at 123,576 grad
uates, the state of Michigan will see sub
stantial decrease that began in 2009. By
2019, high school graduates will fall 20
percent to below 99,000.
“The decline is projected to continue
indefinitely beyond that,” Chycinski said.
“As a result we will see increased competi
tion for students in our state.”
Philip Batty, director of institutional
analysis, said that transfer students are not
in the same category as freshmen. These

SEE PARKING | A2

SEE ENROLLMENT | A2

SPOT-LESS: GVSU student, Bethany Garcia, carries her keys to her car after getting out of class on
Tuesday. This fall, 10,400 parking passes have been sold by the parking department. GVL I SARA CARTE

finance and administration, in a recent email sent
out to students. “While this fall has been more
challenging than previous opening weeks, were
confident spaces will become more available.”
In order to keep up with the rapid growth of
GVSU, there are several construction projects
going on around campus. Due to these devel
opments, there are several changes regarding
parking that students, faculty and community
members should be aware of to avoid receiving a
parking violation.
ALLENDALE CAMPUS:

1. Adjunct faculty holding fall contracts will
receive a white window decal that will be
valid until Dec. 31.
2. Lot D3 is now reserved for faculty and staff.

4.

5. The meters that were previously located
in the northeast section of lot G have been

removed. A faculty/staff permit will now be
required in this area.
6. The visitor lot at the Marketplace is a short
term park to pay lot only that will charge 50
cents for 15 minutes of parking. Drivers can
pay with cash, credit and the Parkmobile ap
plication for up to two hours at a time. This
lot will be enforced 24/7.
7. A section of lot D1 is being used for con
struction staging of the lot reserved for disabil
ity parking.

8. Lot Z requires a faculty/staff permit or student
commuter (red) permit.
PEW CAMPUS:

______

^
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At 6-foot-4, 244 pounds,
Vander Laans listed height
and weight are listed as more
than each individual Laker
linebacker.
It won’t be GVSUs first
time seeing Vander Laan,
however. Nor will it be GV
SUs first time against a dualthreat quarterback.
In weeks one and two, both
opposing quarterbacks hurt the
Lakers on the ground. Trent
Edwards II of Southwest Baptist
rushed for 68 yards and a touch
down on 13 carries. In the con
test against ODU, Panther quar
terback Grant Russell rushed for
a team-high 52 yards.
“These past couple weeks
we’ve seen some good ath
letes,” said head coach Matt
Mitchell said. “Hopefully we
can look at that from a sche
matic standpoint and from a
player execution standpoint
and hopefully that might make
us a little bit better going for
ward as we face a prolific run
ner like Jason Vander Laan.”
GVSUs defense improved
from week one to week two. An
other leap forward will be exact
ly what the Lakers need to slow
down a Bulldog offense that can
damage by both land and air.
In last weeks narrow win,
GVSUs defense forced five
turnovers. Both interceptions
came as a result of quarterback
pressure, and the fumbles were
forced by crunching hits.
Physicality and relentless
pursuit are going to be cru
cial against FSU. Thankfully,
that’s exactly what the Laker
defense is good at.
Led by the deceptively fast
and obviously strong Judon,

“DOING BUSINESS IN SOUTH KOREA**
CONFERENCE
The Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand
Valley State University will host a one-day conference
focusing on how Michigan can continue its business
relationship with South Korea as the country's popula
tion and economy rapidly grow.
Titled "Doing Business in South Korea," guest speak
ers at the conference will discuss business strategies,
highlight tips for building relationships, and inform
attendees on Michigan’s imports, exports and invest
ments with South Korea.
The conference is scheduled to take place from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sept. 18 at the Eberhard Center
located on the Pew Campus.
To register for the event, contact the Van Andel
Global Trade Center at (616) 331-6811 or go to
www.vagtc.com.

ARTPRIZE EDUCATION DAYS
CONTINUES TO GROW
A record 2,800 students from 25 separate Grand
Valley State University - authorized charter schools are
expected to take part in ArtPrize Education Days, an
eight-day program in which students will engage with
this year’s ArtPrize entries.
The theme of this year’s ArtPrize Education Days is
“From Recycled ’Trash’ to Wearable Art." Throughout
the week, students will learn how to create their own
art through the use of ordinary objects.
Thanks to a $5,000 grant from ArtPrize, charter
schools from areas such as Detroit, Muskegon, Lansing,
Big Rapids and Battle Creek will be able to have their
students participate as well.
For more information, contact Nate Hoekstra at
(616) 331-2221.

MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS EVENT
The organization Meditation and Mindfulness
is holding an actitivty from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 17 for Grand Valley State University
students who are looking for a break. Meditation can
help lower stress and suffering.
The meditation group is looking to balance the tra
ditional Zazen meditation and non-traditional practices.
They will also introduce other types of meditation,
including visualization practices, guided meditations
and drum journeys. During the event, students will have
the chance to talk about their personal hardships, ac
complishments and challenges.
It is recommended that attendees bring a pillow or
cushion to keep them comfortable during the session.
For more information, contact gvmeditation@gmail.
com, or visit them on Facebook at facebook.com/
groups/341819219319540/.

record-breaking numbers.
“Grand Valley is committed to a stu
CONTINUED FROM A1
dent from enrollment to graduation,” said
David Hooker, chair of the Board of Trust
are two separate groups in the data, which ees, in a news release. “Students and the
Batty said is collected from the myBanner state of Michigan benefit when university
registration system.
officers and the board work together to
Freshmen are new to college and have control costs and do everything they can
“first time” status in any college as long r to help students earn a degree. We know
as they have fewer than 25 credit hours there is a dwindling number of freshmen
completed, Batty said. h yiJ [:i ,
jru available to our universities, and Grand
“FTLAC (first time in any college) is Valley’s proof of performance is allowing
what people used to mean when they for continued growth, while earning na
say freshmen,” Batty said. “These peo tional recognition and staying affordable.”
ple are new to college, or else they may
Although admissions continue to
have a little experience in high school grow, Batty and Chycinski both stated
from AP classes.”
that the university has never capped
Transfer students, Batty said, are not enrollment and does not have plans to
considered freshmen for the purposes do so in the future.
of the data collection, even if they have
fewer than 25 credit hours when they
enroll at GVSU.
GO TO:
In addition to having more trans
www.gvsu.edu/la or
fer students, student retention from the
www.gvsu.edu/accountability
FOR MORE INFORMATION
freshman to sophomore year is up for a
second straight year, contributing to the

ENROLLMENT

ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT TO HOST COMMU
NITY SERVICE INTERNSHIP RECEPTION
Grand Valley State University’s anthropology
department will host a reception for students of all
majors interested in learning more about community
service and internship opportunities today from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m.
During the event, the anthropology department will
create an opportunity for students to network with
both its community partners and GVSU faculty and
learn more about possible internships working within
the community.
The reception will take place in the Kirkhof Center,
Room 2215.
For more information, contact Deana Weibel at
(616) 331-3346.
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The university and parking services
encourage students to ride the bus free
of charge to the Allendale and Pew
campuses. They also want to make stu
dents aware that there are often parking
spaces available in the west end of lot H
and there are always spaces available in
lot J. Another tip to find parking is to
enter campus from the west on either
West Campus Drive or Pierce Street and
search for available spots from the back
to the front of campus.
“You will actually save time by park
ing quickly and walking farther than by
searching for a space in a lot you con
sider to be more convenient,” Bachmeier said in the released email.
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three interceptions.
He has been crisp and
commanding, but from an
execution standpoint, there
remains room to grow.
Ever-important,
special
teams and intangibles will be
magnified in a game where ev
erything seems - and is - bigger.
Freshman punter Collin
Cribley has been serviceable
through two starts with the
Lakers. Pinning FSU deep
in its own territory and giv
ing Vander Laan a full field to
eat up will help the Lakers as
much as any other play.
“If they get short fields, you
know their coaching staff is ag
gressive and they’ll go for it on
fourth downs,” Mitchell said.
“They get over the 50 and it im
mediately turns into four-down
territory for their offense and
makes things challenging too.
It’s tough to stop that offense
within the span of four downs.”
The Bulldogs had a week
one bye, and annihilated a lowly
Northwood squad. The Lakers
played two games, winning by a
combined total of 11 points and
topping the then-No. 7 team in
the nation in Ohio Dominican.
GVSU has had to scrape,
claw and will its way to 2-0.
FSU danced to 1-0. Both teams
will be ready, but the Lakers are
coming off a big road win and
will be playing in front of a deaf
ening home crowd.
“(The ODU game) helps us
build confidence,” said running
back Kirk Spencer. “It just shows
us that if we fight and play for
four quarters that we can actu
ally win the game. It goes into
the next game and it keeps help
ing us push each other and lean
on each other more.”
Kickoff is set for Sept 19 at 7
p.m. at Lubbers Stadium.

GVSU has tallied 10 quar ward the sidelines.
Matt Williams has been
terback sacks and a number
of hurries in 2015. The Lak quarterback Bart Williams fa
ers tackled well against ODU vorite target so far this season.
On Saturday, however, Laker
- a skill that will need to stay
strong against Vander Laan, fans will likely see the return of
who resembles a tight end an All-American. Wide receiver
Jamie Potts, fresh off a stint with
more than a quarterback.
Linebackers David Talley, the Class A Short Season Spo
Joe Moran and Jeff Madison kane Indians of the Texas Rang
have impressed with strong ers organization, is expected to
tackling abilities this season. see his first action of the season
Hitting Vander Laan low, driv in the FSU contest
Potts had one more season
ing through and wrapping up
will be crucial - but the Laker of NCAA eligibility for football,
and Rangers organization al
defense already knows this.
GVSUs secondary won’t lowed him to return to Allen
have to collide with Vander dale to play football after the In
Laan quite as much, but will dians’ season ended on Sept 6.
Potts gives the Lakers the po
have its hands full with a
tential for a No.
number of tal
1 receiving op
ented Bulldogs.
tion. But he’s not
Senior Jake
“It just shows us
a shoo-in.
Lampman, who
“I
think
played against
that if we fight
you’ll see (Potts’)
GVSU last year,
and play for four
role continue to
went
down
quarters that we
increase,” Mitch
with an injury
ell said. “But
in 2014 and re
can actually win
our whole thing
ceived a medical
the game.”
has been about
redshirt, giving
earning it. I’m
him
eligibility
KIRK SPENCER
not just going to
for 2015. He’ll be
GVSU RUNNING BACK
throw Potts out
joined by junior
there
because
Jamel
Lockett
Potts played in
and senior An
2014. This is ‘15.
tonio Agurs.
Lockett and Agurs pulled in He has to go out and earn his
% and 95 yards, respectively, touches and reps.
“Knowing the type of kid he
through the air in FSUs 40-3
is and competitor, I think that
win over Northwood last week.
The Bulldog receiving corps he’s going to have a good week
provides a number of options of practice and you’ll see his role
for any opposing secondary. But increase. Jamie Potts has proven
so does GVSUs, and, as of last that he can have a role.”
The addition of Potts will
week, it’s just getting better.
The Lakers have a balanced further help Bart Williams
tandem in Brandon Bean and slide into the quarterback role
Matt Williams. Bean, a speedy, for the Lakers. He has thrown
sure-handed wideout, is used for 495 yards and five touch
toward the middle of the field, downs on 56.7 percent com
while Williams finds space to pletions, but has also tossed

miOttawa.org/ROADD ^
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Rugging extra devices
into an outlet is hazardous
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and can cause a breaker
At the lanthom we strive to bring you the most accurate news possible. If we make
a mistake, we want to make it right If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthom, let
us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editoriaVaianthom.com.

to trip. Fa the safety of

The Grand Valley Lanthom is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley State
University students 62 times a year. One copy of this newspaper is available
free of charge to any member of the Grand Valley Community. For additional
copies, at $1 each, please contact our business offices

you and your neighbas,
plug electronics into a
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*

fused power strip!

The Lanthom is published on recycled paper and is printed with soy bean ink.
This means that our newspaper is entirely compostable. Help us do our part to
be kind to the environment by recycling or composting this newspaper after
you enjoy reading It.
POSTMASTER:
Please send form 3579 to:
Grand Valley Lanthom
0051 Kirkhof Center
Grand Vattey State University
Allendale, Ml 40401
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Supporting student veterans
Veterans’ lounge relocation, renovation up for discussion
BY ASHLEY KORIENEK
A KORIENEK@LA N THORN.COM

SERVICE: The Veterans' lounge is open to all students to sit and study in the Kirkhof Center.
The veterans chapter at GVSU is looking at a possible relocation of the room. GVL | SARA CARTE

o create a more
inclusive
space,
Grand Valley State
University’s Student
Veterans of Ameri
ca chapter (SVA) is working to
relocate and improve the condi
tions of the veterans’ lounge on
the Allendale Campus.
Bryan Wood, vice president
of communications for the SVA,
said the SVA and the GVSU ad
ministration are in the process of
deciding whether the lounge will
be relocated or renovated. In ad
dition, Wood said they were re
cently awarded $7,000 in grants
from Home Depot for materials.
The veterans’ lounge is cur
rently located on the second floor
of the Kirkhof Center directly
above the pool tables and movie
theatre area. Wood said the noise
is the largest issue, which is why
many veterans choose not to use
the current space.
“The SVA lobbied years ago
and managed to get an actual
space for veterans to congre
gate and study’’ Wood said. “We
weren’t looking for anything spe

cial, but the biggest reason why
we need another space is the noise
level while attempting to study
or relax is not ideal. It can be ex
tremely distracting to many of the
veterans who wish to come here.”
Wood said renovation is not
ideal because they cannot block
the fire exit or break building
code violations. Another pos
sibility being considered is re
locating the lounge to the old
student senate meeting area in
the lower level of Kirkhof.
“What we are looking to do
is create a larger footprint for
students and veterans to know
that we are here on campus
and to inform them on the re
sources or connections we can
offer them,” Wood said.
Marq Hicks, the GVSU vet
eran resource representative for
the Michigan Veteran Education
Initiative, a grant-funded pro
gram from the Michigan Veterans
Affairs Agency, said several insti
tutions in Michigan do not have
spaces for veterans on campus to
congregate, which puts GVSU a
step ahead. However, he said the
design of the space is not accom
plishing what was intended.
“The fact that we have a space

here at GVSU for veterans is great,
because many institutions do not,”
Hicks said. “I think Grand Valley
realizes that we need spaces for
veterans, along with someone
who can work with them and un
derstand their needs - someone
they can relate to.”
While working successfully
with the administration on
plans, Hicks said the process is
only a matter of time, finding
the space and location.
“Grand Valley has been tre
mendously helpful in trying to
make this idea become a reality,
but it’s currently a matter of time
and location,” he said. “We have
already had conversations on
where it would be best located.”
Wood said the SVA is work
ing on several events for the year,
which include game nights on
Mondays, flag football games and
a “TED Talk” event for Veterans
Day on Nov. 11. He said the “TED
Talk” would target those who
would like to speak out about
their military experience, which is
not limited to students.
60 TO:
www.gvsu .edu/veterans
FOR MORE INFORMATION

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT

Gaining first-hand experience
GV student dedicates summer to children with Williams Syndrome
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEm(g)LANTHORN.COM

t the end of each summer, chil
dren and young adults diag
nosed with the condition known
as Williams Syndrome gather
together from around the world
for two weeks of fun and games at the Whis
pering Trails therapeutic campground.
Mackenzie Kroll, a fifth-year special edu
cation major at Grand Valley State University,
got the chance to experience this joy firsthand
when,, she, worked at the Whispering Trails
campground. Williams Syndrome is a very
rare genetic condition that affects 1 in 10,000
individuals around the world and an estimated
20,000 to 30,000 within the United States.
Common traits of those diagnosed with Wil
liams Syndrome include cardiovascular disease,
developmental delays and learning disabilities.
However, many people may not know that
those affected by Williams Syndrome are also

,0

characterized by their extremely friendly behav
ior, joyful attitude and passion for music.
“I learned about the camp when I was
in Julie Lensink’s class last fall,” Kroll
said. “A mother came into our class with
her son who has Williams Syndrome. She
talked about how he went to the Whisper
ing Trails summer camp, so when she said
they needed workers I decided to sign up.”
During her two weeks as a camp coun
selor, Kroll spent her time working with
campers affected by Williams Syndrome
who were between the ages of 6 and 20.
Kroll said the campers’ friehdly and so
cial behavior was clearly evident through
out her two-week stay.
“Being at the camp, you almost feel like
you’re living in a utopia,” Kroll said. “It’s this
place where everyone is a friend and every
one cares about each other. You will never feel
more loved than you are at Whispering Trails.”
Similar to traditional summer camps,
Kroll said campers got to participate in ac

tivities such as kayaking, rock wall climb
ing, swimming and even a talent show.
While those affected by Williams Syndrome
are recognized from such organizations as
Whispering Trails and the Williams Syndrome
Association, Kroll said the general public has
yet to become familiar with the condition.
“I’m a special education major, and I had nev
er heard of it until recently, so if I had never heard
of it I can guarantee most people haven’t either^’
Kroll said. “Those with Williams Syndrome are
such extraordinary people With so much love.
The better we can raise awareness, the better we
can treat them and pihvidfceducational services”'
Julie Lens ink, special education teacher with
the Ottawa Area Intermediate School District,
helped encourage Kroll to attend the camp after
bringing in the special guests to her class.
Lensink said she would encourage any
one, whether student teacher or not, to
take a look at Whispering Trails as a pos
sible volunteering opportunity.
“I think it’s important for student teachers to

pAHP? Mackenzie Kroll poses with a camper at
Whispering Trails, courtesy J Mackenzie kroll

have experience outside of student teaching and
an academic setting,” Lensink said. “It’s typical
for most students who work at camps to come
back and share how positive it was as well as how
much they learned from the campers.”
GOTO:
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Snacks and sacks
Campus concessions preps for rivalry game crowds
BY LUCAS ESCALADA
LESCALADA@LAN THORN. COM

ampus dining is preparing for
the second blackout football
game of the year this week. A
large number of students and
non-student guests are expect
ed to attend this weekend’s rivalry game, so
the concession stand has to be equipped to
deal with all the potential customers.
When the Ferris State Bulldogs visit Lubbers
Stadium this week, the Grand Valley State Uni
versity concessions team will get more custom
ers than usual. According to Darius Leverette,
campus dining concessions manager, the team
is preparing for a larger-than-usual crowd.

When a big game is predicted, the conces
sions team orders more products than usual,
Leverette said. The weeklong process is essen
tially the same as every other Laker game, but
this time around, the scale is much larger.
“At Lubbers Stadium, we average 3,500
guests per game,” Leverette said. “Nearly 60 per
cent of the transactions are student spectators.”
GVSU’s campus dining team has worked
with concessions since the 2004 season.
At any game, there is a student conces
sions team that works in the southern stand
and in the visitor’s section, Leverette said.
Campus dining also partners with non
profit groups to serve the Papa Domes and
the north section concession stand.
Leverette and Deb Rambadt, campus din

ing marketing director, both said the prepa
ration aspect of concessions is the most im
portant part of the process. It usually takes
about a week. Preparation is key to ensure the
workers at the football games have enough to
serve all the Lakers, Allendale locals and vis
iting team fans that are at the stadium.
Since GVSU has a large attendance re
cord at Lubbers Stadium, a large amount
of concessions are sold. However, that also
means that a fair amount of waste is cre
ated. Rambadt and Leverette said campus
dining has been working campus-wide to
try and ensure that most of the products
they serve do not harm the environment.
“We work with vendors to provide recy
clable and compostable packaging when
ever possible,” Leverette said.
Besides campus dining’s efforts to use safe
packaging, the office of sustainability recruits
students to help with waste during the games.
A team of students sort through the waste on
site so only actual waste is taken to a landfill.
On top of the office of sustainability’s

efforts, campus dining has its own “green
team” that works at football games to help
sort through the waste.
There are a variety of costs associated
with having and running a concession
stand. Leverette said the number of stands,
the amount of product needed and the la
bor needs all affect the overall cost. Game
attendance can also impact the cost, and
even weather can be an important factor.
With all the recent improvements to a
variety of campus dining locations across
campus, concessions could be up for some
improvements in the near feature.
“There is a general, ongoing discus
sion,” Leverette said. “We’re always think
ing of ways to improve things, but nothing
formal is planned at this time.”
One of those improvements might be fig
uring out a way to increase the sales of its
slowest selling items: cotton candy and cara
mel corn. On the other hand, the team could
focus on its best sellers: pretzel sticks with
cheese, pizza, hot dogs and hot chocolate.

CjU44
I am a singer born in Ireland on
September 13,1993. While growing
up, I listened to Frank Sinatra and
Dean Martin. I’ve since gone on to
be a member of a world-famous
British pop boy band.
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The problem
with parking

cJ
8911

recreational buildings and
housing are commendable
attempts to catch up to ex
ponential student growth,
but parking should be add
ed to the top of the list.
In
feet,
the
new
16,900-square-foot
recre
ation center expansion will
go on the south side of the
building, knocking out pre
viously available parking.
Many students have al
ready taken to parking il
legally, whether it be at me
tered spots, parallel parking
on the periphery of student
lots or parking on the grass.
Many students are receiv
ing parking tickets simply
because they couldn’t find
a place to park. As the se
mester goes on, it is likely
that parking problems will
dissipate slightly. However,
with an always-increasing
student population, GVSU
needs to be focusing on a
permanent solution to the
parking problem.
However, students need
to work with the university
on this issue. Often, there
are available parking spots
in lots that are farther away
from academic buildings.
While this is not extremely
convenient when rushing
to class, technically, these
are open parking spots.
GVSU is a campus that is
increasing in size. Students
need to accept the fact that
they may be forced to deal
with walking distances
that are common at large
universities like Michigan
State University or the
University of Michigan.
Parking is quite possibly
the most pressing issue fac
ing this university, and stu
dents and administrators
must work together to come
up with a solution all Lakers
can be happy with.
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Larrt • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email ana phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276
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It’s just a game
BY KELLY SMITH
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

’ve never been
a sports fanatic,
so don’t ask me
about how ev
erything is going
with the pros and “big” colleges,
because if it doesn’t revolve
around Michigan or the Tigers,
I really don’t care.
However, that being said, I
do enjoy going to and watch
ing a game as much as the
next person, assuming I have
someone to root for. As a thirdyear member erf the marching

band, I’ve seen the goods and
the bads (but mostly goods) of
Grand Valley State University’s
football team.
That being said, let’s talk
about this year’s football team.
I’ve seen this university’s
football team play for two
years. My freshman year was
the famous year we almost
went all the way to victory as
national champions but lost in
the semi-finals. Some of our
marching band performances
were cold and miserable, but
the excitement of another
national championship kept us
pumped. Although we didn’t
win the championship, we
were recognized as having the
most wins during the regular
season in history.
Last year, however, wasn’t
as strong for GVSU. We won
most of our home games, but
didn’t go much further than
that. It wasn’t a terrible year,
but certainly a drop from the
previous year.
So that being said, what
are we looking at for this year?

Well, so far, were 2 for 2 with
our wins. With our kicker home
game opener a few Thursdays
ago to this weekend’s road vic
tory against Ohio Dominican,
were off to a great start so fer.
That certainly brings hope to
all of the fans. Everything in life
has to do with taking things one
step at a time. Two wins might
not be much in the long run,
but it’s certainly something that
gives us hope now.
As much as I would like
to see us lead ourselves to a
victory, I also reiterate what I
said about not being a hardcore
sports fan. If you enjoy follow
ing the football team’s every
step, or any other team for that
matter, that’s great. However,
as long as I’m on the topic of
sports, I feel obliged to state
something we’ve all heard liter
ally countless times in our lives,
“It is just a game.”
It’s a fun game that’s
exciting to watch, especially
when you have a team that
represents you, but I imagine
there are people who don’t care

for it at all. I realize this is a
common-sense statement, but
we shouldn’t be discriminating
them in any way just because
they choose not to participate.
In a previous column, I
wrote about how introverts
are often misunderstood in
their isolated nature and how
it’s easy to judge them as being
shy or rude because they don’t
prefer as much social interac
tion as the extroverts. Some
people are hardcore football
fans, some enjoy it if they have
a team playing, and others don’t
like sports at all. GVSU is not a
college of only liberal athletics.
People may not enjoy sports, as
indicated by their major.
That being said, I once again
voice my hope that GVSU 2015
football team will continue to
triumph throughout the season
and hopefully go all the way
with another victory. There’s
a lot of season left, so there’s
much action that has yet to be
witnessed. What will happen?
We’ll have to wait and see.

Navigating India: Week two
Distinguishing Eastern and Western influences in Kerala
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GV needs a prompt,
permanent solution
t’s no secret
that
parking
can be hard
to come by at
Grand Valley
State University. Looking
for that perfect (or even
available) spot has often be
come the source of frustra
tion for many of the 25,325
students on campus.
The Lanthorn under
stands that the university
has seen immense growth in
a short period of time. There
are going to be growing
pains; they’re unavoidable.
This means more students,
a busier campus and more
cars. However, the univer
sity needs to be thinking
about the long term.
What kind of solutions
can be brought to the table
to allow for easy access to
campus? Should GVSU no
longer allow freshmen to
bring cars to campus? Add
more parking lots? Build a
parking structure? There are
many potential solutions to
this problematic issue, all of
which have strengths and
weaknesses. The Lanthorn
urges GVSU to explore all
available options.
GVSU is largely a com
muter-based campus. A large
sector of GVSU students
choose to live in off-campus
housing or commute from
home. The fact that GVSU
has split campuses adds to
the number of students that
drive on a regular basis. Un
fortunately, this means that
a lot of those students will
consistently contribute to
the ever-increasing park
ing shortage on the Allen
dale Campus. That need for
more parking spots has been
clearer than ever at the start
of this fall semester.
The university’s upcom
ing expansions in the form
of academic
buildings,

•IIMIIKIII

BY RACHEL BORASHKO
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

ur second week
in India started
out in Kumily, a
tourist town in the
Western Ghats,
which mark Keralas western
border. Enjoying a Jeep ride up
and through the mountains, we
visited the neighboring state of
Tamil Nadu. We saw sprawl
ing tea plantations and miles of
mountains and sky.
One night, we saw tradition
al martial arts and a traditional

Kerala dance called Kathakali,
which typically involves story
telling of the Mahabharata and
the Ramayana, the old Hindu
epics. People in elaborate dress
tell the stories through gestures
with the aid of music, but no
words are used. For me, it was
impossible to understand,
even with an explanation at the
beginning, yet it is still beautiful
and intriguing to see such an
important and traditional part
of another culture.
Following our time in
Kumily, we spent a night in
Athirappilly where we hiked
to the bottom of one of the
largest waterfalls in Kerala and
spent the night in a homestay
with a guru. It was a traditional
Kerala home in the forest, one
of the most peaceful places I’ve
seen on our trip. There is an
inexplicable, deep, comforting
happiness that comes with such
a oneness with nature.
The beginning of the week
was a stark contrast to the city

life of Kochi, where we ended
our trip. Kochi is a large port
city along the Arabian Sea. We
learned of some of the history
behind Kerala through a mu
seum and spent time shopping,
or being solicited, rather, and
watching sunsets over the water.
Kochi is a more Western
ized city, and the shopping mall
felt almost like we were back
in the U.S. That is arguably the
most wonderful part about
India, though. While being
Westernized, it has clung to its
Eastern roots. You can look one
direction to see pizza places
and shopping malls and feel
as if you are in the U.S. and
then turn around to be struck
by Hindu temples and auto
rickshaws, reminding you that
you are, in fact on the opposite
side of the world Tradition and
modernity do not seem to clash
- rather, they mold together,
creating something new and
beautiful, and although often
Western, distinctly Indian.

On Sept 12, we made our
way slowly but surely back to
the Unity House, our home in
Thiruvananthapuram for the
next three months. The Unity
House is a home that is owned
by the college we are attending
and run by a Catholic priest.
It is a home intended for girls
who are in extreme poverty.
They live here so that they can
have a bed three meals a
day, learn life skills and learn
English. This enables them to
more easily find jobs when
they are old enough and to pull
them out of the cycle of extreme
poverty. We are staying in the
guest rooms of this house, and
the girls are thrilled to have us
here. As soon as they saw us at
breakfast, all around us there
were big grins, murmurs of ex
citement and echoes of “Good
morning!” It is only our first
day here, but I already know
that in three months’ time,
when I have to leave, my heart
is going to break.
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Have you ever felt stressed
about being able to buy
enough food?

How do you think GVSU
should solve the parking
problem on campus?

Sexual orientation-based
discrimination
By Danielle Zukowski
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
HOW DO YOU THINK GVSU SHOULD SOLVE THE PARKING PROBLEM ON CAMPUS?

BRENNAE BILINSKI

MARCEL JEREMIAH

"Expansion. They need to make more parking
available, especially on the downtown campus
and CHS. Maybe even limiting parking passes"

"They should build more parking spots or ban
freshmen from bringing cars.”

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Allied health science
HOMETOWN: Flat Rock, Michigan

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Broadcasting
HOMETOWN: Kalamazoo, Michigan

EVAN WALLACE

AARON CHRISTIANSEN

"Honestly, they just need more land. I can’t see
any way around it."

"Not allowing freshmen to have a car on cam
pus unless they live ‘x’ amount of miles away.”

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Supply chain management and marketing
HOMETOWN: White Lake. Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Sault Ste Marie. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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Sign language club focuses on deaf culture
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM

hen people think
of being bilin
gual, they don’t
immediately
think of Ameri
can Sign Language as a for
eign language. According to
the Modern Language Asso
ciation, American Sign Lan
guage (ASL) is the third-most
studied foreign language in
U.S. colleges and universities.
Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s American Sign
Language and Culture club
offers experience with using
sign language and informa
tion about deaf culture.
“Our club’s purpose is a
service and advocacy,” said
Jackie Frey, club president.
“It’s to teach about the deaf
culture and community.”
Meetings, which take place
every Thursday at 9 p.m. in
Lake Ontario Hall Room 167,
also include teaching and

learning how to sign. Students
do not need to have any previ
ous sign language experience
to join the club.
“It’s also to teach sign
language,” Frey explained.
“It’s grammar, and it’s rules
we learn about because it’s
mostly a cultural thing.”
In addition to the cul
ture, they also talk about
events, community out
reach and play games.
“In the beginning, the
meetings consist of the board
splitting the members up
into beginners and advanced
groups,” club member Sierra
Nakano said. “Later on, they
teach us about deaf culture
and we watch videos and
shows about it, while also talk
ing about controversial topics
such as cochlear implants.”
Nakano, 20, has been a
part of the ASL club since fall
2014. She initially joined the
club because her sister piqued
her interest by teaching her
signs throughout high school.

“She taught me signs here
and there, and it was always
fun to practice with her,” Na
kano said. “She has had so
much experience with her
job, schooling and being in
the deaf community.”
The club learns words per
taining to current events or
holidays such as ‘skeleton’ or
costume in October meetings
or ‘Christmas’ and ‘menorah’ in
December meetings. They also
have an event called “silent din
ners" where they agree on a res
taurant to meet at and sign the
whole time there, they don’t use
their voices to communicate.
“My favorite part of the
ASL club is the silent din
ners,” Nakano said. “We try
to make the staff at the res
taurant believe we are deaf
while practicing our signing.”
Learning a different lan
guage can be difficult, but it is
outweighed by the benefits of
being bilingual. It can improve
mental and cultural aware
ness, and it can help increase

understanding of the English
language. The MLA reported
that in 2013, American Sign
Language had the secondhighest percentage increase in
enrollment since 2009.
“I think one of the bene
fits of learning sign language
is that it opens up a new way
of talking to people that per
haps you could not before,”
Nakano said. “It’s a fun op
portunity to open your mind
and learn about another cul
ture and language.”
Like English, ASL also
has slang words that differ
ent parts of the country will
say differently. Some people
will sign soda instead of
pop. Sometimes, different
states have different signs
for things as well. Nakano
mentioned that in Oregon,
there is a different sign for
‘chicken’ than what she was
taught in Michigan.
There are more types of sign
language than American. There
is also Australian Sign Lan

guage, German Sign Language
and Spanish Sign Language.
GVSUs club only teaches
American Sign Language, but
they strive to teach about the
deaf community as a whole.
“The goal of Grand Valley’s
American Sign Language and
Culture club is to give people

here at Grand Valley the oppor
tunity to not only learn another
language, but to allow them the
chance to understand a physi
cal characteristic they may not
have before,” Nakano said. “The
deaf culture is very interesting
and there are aspects of it that
I did not know before this club.”

Apply by Oct. 1
Choose your country and assignment
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GRAND RAPIDS LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL
This weekend, the Wealthy Theatre will open its doors
to the 6th annual Grand Rapids Latin American Film
Festival. From Sept. 17 - 20, people are welcome to
enjoy 17 films from different areas of Latin America. The
LAFF's goal is to acquaint the Grand Rapids community
with new, acclaimed Latin American films focused on
a wide array of contemporary subjects, enriching and
educating the community. There will be films featured
from Argentina, Brazil. Nicaragua. Puerto Rico and
Venezuela, among others.

GVSU ARTPRIZE SEVEN KICKOFF
With ArtPrize Seven beginning on Wednesday, the
23rd, people are invited to celebrate the kickoff
with GVSU. The Laker Marching Band, GVSU Dance
Company and the WGVU/PBS Nerd Walk will gather at
Rosa Parks Circle at 6:30 p.m. Led by Louie the Laker
and President Thomas Haas, music and dancing will
commence before the group walks to the Eberhard
Center, where guests can view the GVSU ArtPrize entry
by the GVSU Art and Design department.

FALL ARTS CELEBRATION MUSIC
On Monday, Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m., the Fall Arts
Celebration will be celebrating faculty musicians. The
show will include musical groups that are all-faculty or
have faculty members in them. Among the perform
ers are the Lighthouse Brass Quintet, professor Bill
Ryan, associate professor Pablo Mahave-Veglia and the
Donald Sinta Quartet. Many of the featured groups are
award winning and critically acclaimed.

JAMES CAREY MEMORIAL LECTURE
Dr. Helen Sterk, head of the communication department
at Western Kentucky University, will be visiting Grand
Valley State University as the keynote speaker for the
5th Annual James W. Carey Memorial Lecture on Sept.
22 at 7:30 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium. Sterk’s
lecture will be about "story as the heart of communica
tion". The event is free and open to the public.

UNUSUAL CAUSES
A new documentary series will premiere at GVSU on
Thursday, Sept. 24. The seven-part series will look at
factors relating to health and health care in the United
States, focusing on race, socioeconomic standing,
geography, and gender in relation to the well-being of
Americans. The documentary screening will begin at
6 p.m. There will be one screening per week, each fol
lowed by discussion and application of concepts.

DUSK TO DUSK CURATOR RECEPTION
This Friday at 5 p.m. at Hope College, Richard Rinehart,
the curator of Dusk to Dusk: Unsettled, Unraveled,
Unreal and the director of Samek Art Museum, will be
speaking about the exhibition currently taking place
at GVSU. Rinehart will be discussing the exhibitions’
inspiration, why the exhibition was brought to Hope
CdUdge and GVSU and the collaboration between the
two. Following the presentation, there will be open
discussion and refreshments.
■" 1 0(1

International House
hosts language night
LOG ON TO:
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Cultivating sustainability
Sustainable Agriculture Project continues to grow in size
tems and volunteer.
“During volunteer hours,
you can have so many people
come together and actually
work on something construc
tive,” Darwich said. “In society,
there aren’t many opportunities
for interaction like that”
Current intern Austin VanDyke first got involved with the
farm by volunteering. He was
interested in volunteering be
cause he wanted to know how
to grow his own food.
“It’s something that a lot of
people are really disconnected
from, the food system and the
food chain,” he said. “I think
that it’s really cool to be able
to say, ‘I grew this tomato.’ You
get to see it come full circle.”
The farm has open volun
teer hours on Mondays and
Fridays when students can
help out the farm in any way
they can. They are welcome to
structure their time however
they want, whether it is water
ing plants for 15 minutes or
planting seeds for three hours.
Students can also learn how
to harvest the food that they are
growing. On Tuesdays, the farm
prepares for GVSUs weekly
farmers market by harvesting,
cleaning and packing the food
to be ready to go for Wednesday.
The farm produces for much
more than the farmers market.
The project also has a commu
nity-supported agriculture, or
CSA, program that people can
buy shares of for part of the

BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

hat was once a
community gar
den has cultivated
itself into a project
like no other at
Grand Valley State University.
The Sustainable Agriculture
Project has given students a
way to organically connect with
the earth and with each other
for the past seven years.
Since 2008, the farm has
been available to students as
a way for them to relax, get
dirty and learn how to grow
their own food while helping
the farm do just that.
Today, the farm consists of
vegetable and flower gardens,
greenhouses and even a rain
water reclamation system.
Youssef Darwich, the farm
manager, has been with the
farm for four years, starting out
as a volunteer and then moving
into his current position once
he graduated from GVSU.
“There’s so much that goes
into running the form,” Dar
wich said. “I’ve been out here for
four years, and every day I come
out and I see something new.
You’re always learning.”
The farm acts as much more
than a farm, providing a place
for students to apply their class
room learning to real practice
by conducting natural science
research on the soil, learn how
to operate sustainable food sys

season or for all of it While it’s
mostly faculty that take advan
tage of the CSA program, stu
dents are welcome to do so too.
This past season, demand
for shares of the CSA has
increased past the point of
production for the farm. Dar
wich welcomes the demand as
a sign of awareness.
“It shows that the work
that we’re trying to spread
here is getting out,” he said.
“People are learning about
what we’re doing and they’re
getting involved, and the CSA
is just one way to (do that).”
In addition to the CSA
program, the farm also has
partnered with GVSU to oc
casionally provide food to
campus dining to use as local,
fresh ingredients.
“It’s pretty exciting to see
the potential there,” he said.
“We’re still learning and
growing as a farm, but it’s nice
to know that there’s a destina
tion for all this food.”
While the farm does not
produce nearly enough to pro

vide to campus on a regular ba
sis, VanDyke said the farm isn’t
made just for that one task.
“The goal isn’t to grow as
much food as possible,” VanDyke said. “I think the goal is
to foster a learning environ
ment and just a very healthy
community of people who
can all work together.”
The farm acts as a learning
environment for classes, too.
Many classes with subjects
ranging from women in gen
der studies to natural resourc
es management conduct class
on the farm or do field trips
throughout the year.
Whether it’s through class,
by visiting the farmers market
or volunteering at the farm
throughout the week, Dar
wich said the farm welcomes
everyone.
“There’s always room for
ideas here,” he said. “We’re so
open to new ideas.”
GO TO:
http://bit.ly/10gatH8
FOR MORE INFORMATION

FARM LIFE: Austin VanDyke and Skyla Snarski work harvesting
food. The project promotes sustainability. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

LAKER HEALTH

Campus rec improves services for students
on specific areas of their op
eration. They do so in line
with their values of inclusion,
rand Valley State student learning and devel
University’s cam opment, creating a space for
pus
recreation students to develop not only
department is a their healthy bodies but their
popular option minds and habits, too.
“(Wp) selected our goals
for students to get fit and stay
healthy during the school with a mindset of where we
year. Not only does, campus -> want to head,” said Kate Har
rec offer exercise classes, they mon, director of campus rec.
offer a wealth of resources for “We look to set goals that
students of all walks of life align with our mission and
support and help for students vision as a department with
particular attention paid to
to live their best life.
“We have a lot of programs the university’s strategic plan.”
This year, campus rec is fo
and services that a lot of stu
dents aren’t aware ofT said cused on continuing their longAmy Campbell, associate di held collaborative relationships
rector of campus rec. “We help with their campus partners.
lead healthy lifestyles and help Through co-curricular work
(students) to navigate some of shops and programs, the de
our space and other resources.” partment believes it can de
Every school year, campus velop more well-rounded and
rec does their best to improve better educated students.
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERLIFE@LANTHORN.COM

“We’ve
always
identi
fied really close partnerships
that we’ve worked well with,”
Campbell said. “They become,
in a sense, our advocates and
we advocate for their pro
grams, so it works really well.”
Campus rec is an integral
part of GVSUs campus, which
makes for a natural focus on
campus identify. Because the
department is so visible and
accessible, they will continue
to promote a healthy lifestyle,
inclusive community and stu
dent development.
“We have a lot of challenges
that we’re working with right
now,” Campbell said. “We’re
trying to work with some of
those areas and are trying
to continue to grow and not
compete. We want to be there
for the campus community.”
With the constant facili
ties improvements on campus,

campus rec is also a key player
in supporting project develop
ment and planning. The de
partment helps to develop ways
to effectively use the space they
have now while planning to
maximize the amount of space
they will have once the Recre
ation Center project is over.

STAYING FIT: GVSU students
utilize campus recreational
facilities. GVL | EMILY FRYE
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Heart's Journey

Wellness Center
6189 Lake Michigan Drive 616.307.1617

heartsjourneywellness.com

DISCOUNTED STUDENT PRICING
rOilNSFI INC.

LIVE HERE FALL 2016

CLUES ACROSS
1. W. Loman's failed son
3. Largest English dictionary (abbr.)
8. Wanes
12. Lifeless geologic period
14. No (Scottish)
13. Filled chocolate cookie
16. Circular chordophones
18. Short-term memory
19. Any small compartment
20. Poisonous gas
21. Cologne
22. Scaleless fishes
23. Ormolu
26. Well-known & respected
30. Man-made river embankment
31. Yearned after something
32. Before
33. Garlic mayonnaise

34. California white oak
39. CNN’s founder Turner
42. Removed contents
44. Frighten
46. Responded
47. “Extant’’ star
49. Aba____Honeymoon
30. Box (abbr.)
31. Reptile leather
36. Norse goddess of old age
37. Drive obliquely, as of a nail
38. Inspire with love
59. Affirm positively
60. European sea eagle
61. Congresswoman Giffords
62. Emit coherent radiation
63. Fall back time
64. Masses of fish eggs

CLUES DOWN
1. Leavened rum cake
2. Moslem women’s garment
3. Quilting duo: ____ & Porter
4. S W Pacific state
3. The start of something
6. Edible
7. More coy
8. From 36 to 34 million years ago
9. Small wind
10. Disney heroine
11 Helios
13. Existing at birth but
not hereditary
17. Paris river
24. Confined condition (abbr.)
23. More than charged
26. A major division of
geological time
27. Japanese apricot
28. Initial public offering

29. A quantity of no importance
35. Securities market
36. Sharp part of a tool
37. Downwind
38. Doctor of Education
40. Built up
41. Borrowers
42. Stray
43. Country singer Haggard
44. Eurasian marten pelts
45. Fashion magazine Marie__
47. Turkish candy
48. Regarding
49. Distribute game cards
52. Princess Anne’s daughter
53. Planned pipeline from
Burgas to Vlore
54. An academic gown
55. Removes moisture

Conveniently located on corner of Fulton St and Seward Ave
Newly Constructed Furnished Apartments + Townhomes
For Lease Info and More Details Visit

FultonPlaceGR.com
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YOGA CLASSES
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Kundalini
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Text PREVENTION to 5X55S for 10 FREE CONDOMS
Visit us for condoms, birth control, STD testing end more! Locations in
Grand Rapids. Wyoming, Muskegon, and Traverse City.

(844) 316-4055 ■ ppwnm.org

Individual (inlcuding TeleMental Health)
Couples

SAVE 15%

ON SELECT
MICHIGAN ROUTES NOW
THROUGH DECEMBER 17.
Ecisy, enjoyable, affordable
travel is trending! Get details and book
tickets at AMTRAK.COM

Enjoy the journey.
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GV GAME DAY EXPERIENCE
TO FEATURE SOCIAL MEDIA
INTERACTION
The Grand Valley State Laker
football game day experience,
from tailgating to the actual
game and the post-game, is her
alded as one of the best in the
country regardless of division.
For this Saturday’s (Sept.
19) contest between nationallyranked Grand Valley State and
Ferris State, GVSU athletics,
in conjunction with University
Communications, is initiating a
special GV Game Day experience
through the internet and social
media.
To interact or join the conver
sation fans can use GVGameday
or AnchorUp on social media.
(Courtesy - Tim Nott, GVSU
Sports Information)

GV DIVISION II HOCKEY
OPENS PLAY SEPT. 18
The Grand Valley State
Division II club hockey team is
set to open its season with a
weekend doubleheader against
Northern Michigan.
The Lakers will host NMU at
Georgetown Ice Center on Sept.
18 at 8 p.m. and Sept. 19 at 4 p.m.
GVSU will go on the road to start
October, and not return home
until Oct. 16 with a tile against
Bowling Green.

MEN’S TENNIS SET FOR
WEEKEND TOURNAMENT
The Grand Valley State
Division men’s tennis team
will compete in the USTA/ITA
Regional Championships in
Grand Rapids, Michigan from
Sept. 19-21.
The Lakers have competed
in one tournament to date this
season, and are led by seniors
Michael Kaye, Andrew Bole and
Andrew Heuerman. Coach John
Black leads both the men’s and
women’s tennis squads.

LAKER SOCCER TO HOST
ALUMNI WEEKEND
In addition to hosting two
games in Allendale, Michigan this
weekend, the Grand Valley State
soccer team will hold Alumni
Weekend to welcome back past
members of the GVSU soccer
dynasty.
The Lakers graduated six
seniors last season, and, as a
program, have won four of the
last six national champion
ships. GVSU (3-1-0) is currently
ranked No. 10 in the most recent
NCSAA Coaches Poll, with its
only loss coming in the season
opener against now-No.3 Quincy
University.
GVSU will host Findlay and
Lake Erie on Sept. 18 and 20.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiimiiiii

NO FIGHTING: Jamie Potts, pictured in GVSU's 2014 matchup with Ferris State, returns to finish his final season of NCAA eligibility with the Laker football team. Potts
was granted reprieve by the Texas Rangers organization to fly back home, and is poised to see his first playing time this weekend against Ferris State, gvl I Kevin sieiaff

FOOTBALL

GV football welcomes back All-American wideout
vigorated. An incredulous Annese and his defend
ing Harlon Hill winning quarterback Jason Vander
Laan - who in this rendition is played by William
att Mitchell stares on solemnly from Zabka - sprint spiritedly out to midfield to contest
the sidelines behind a strategically tint Potts’ eligibility. They are debunked on one condi
ed pair of aviators. His squad at Grand tion: Potts - GVSU’s star receiver -- can play, as long
Valley State - named the No. 14 Divi as he declares the route he’s going to run before the
sion II football team in the country by snap. Tough, but fair, thinks Mitchell.
With a confidently coy grin, Mitchell acqui
the latest American Football Coaches Association
esces:
“Potts will be running the Tripppppple
(AFCA) poll - has been temporarily shipwrecked by
No. 4 ranked Ferris State. So, too, have been any na Lindy. And he’ll be running it all night.”
As the ruling is announced by the head um
tional championship aspirations he may have held.
pire
over the PA system, Annese and Vander Laan
With his team huddled around him on bent
exchange
a bewildered glance, shrug and then
knee at halftime, Mitchell suppresses the growing
about-face back towards their sideline. A shirtless
lump in his throat as he attempts to
GVSU student, painted as if he had
bark life into his players. Mitchell
an interview lined up with The Blue
has convinced himself that his Lak
Man Group, is equally confused, and
“I
had
previously
ers still have a chance to best their
turns to a peer in the student section
arch-rival for the first time since
heard... that it
to discover how difficult a route the
Muskegon-area coaching legend
would be very
Triple Lindy is to run. He’s promptly
Tony Annese took over at Ferris in
informed that it’s impossible.
unlikely that I’d
2012, but in his twisted-up gut, he’s
After GVSU receives the kick,
re-living 2014 s nightmare: a 42-17
be allowed to play
Mitchell
sends out his offense.
defeat that moved GVSU to 0-3.
Potts
lines
up in the slot, rotates
football.”
At the the conclusion of Mitchhis trunk in a stretching motion
ell’s impassioned, yet thinly veiled,
and licks his thumb before drag
pep talk, the locker room falls si
JAMIE POTTS
ging
it out across the length of his
lent. Deathly so, until a muffled
GVSU WIDE RECEIVER
frame
to sample the wind. A be
click-clack of molded cleats over
fuddled defender adjacent Potts
carpeted concrete echoes from
stands slack as the crowd falls si
down the hall. The figure attached
lent
in
anticipation.
At the snap. Potts pounces.
to the cleats grips a helmet in his right hand as
Instead
of
charging
downfield as is the nor
he lightly jogs towards the room. His face, as if
mal operating procedure for most receivers, Potts
for dramatic effect, is shrouded in shadow.
With notice to the inquisitive whispers now plants his feet and flips latterly over the entire
spreading from player to player, Mitchell slowly ro offensive line. The entire Ferris State defense is
tates his head over his shoulder to gain a better van aghast even before Potts lands and immediately
tage. As he turns, he double-takes as he rips off his springs back again across the offensive line to his
shades. Its prodigal son Jamie Potts that has implau initial alignment. As quarterback Bart Williams
hits the back end of his seven-step drop, he hitches
sibly returned, and Mitchells sternness melts away.
Playing the part of smooth operator, Mitch up into the pocket, and watches mystified as Potts
first backflips behind the line of scrimmage and
ell beams.
then front flips over an unsuspecting defender in
“What took you so long, kid?”
Led out by Potts, GVSU pours back out onto what appears to be one fluid motion. Bart fires
Lubbers Stadium in front of a record crowd re-in into the middle of the field to a wide-open Potts,
BY PETE BARROWS
SPORTS@LAN THORN. COM

who proceeds to fly downfield with the speed of a
hanging curveball off a the sweet-spot of a bat. His
path was so clear, he probably could have jogged.
GVSU wins big, the Laker faithful swamp
the field en masse after the game and Potts is
carried off into the night triumphantly on the
shoulders of his teammates as streams of fire
works burst into the sky. It’s at that moment that
Mitchell awakes with a start from a nap in his
office; his cellphone is vibrating across his desk
and the caller ID reads “Spokane, Washington.”
Dearest reader: I hope you enjoyed that admit
tedly over-cooked, Rodney Dangerfield-inspired
interlude enough that it still stands up when I level
with you. I dig Dangerfield, old movies, football and
combining them all in prose when the opportunity
presents. I also have no reason whatsoever to suspect
Mitchell day-dreamed this summer about Potts’ re
turn. It’s pure speculation. But if he did, who could
blame him? It’s not that GVSU’s skill position cup
board was bare sans Potts - both junior Matt Wil
liams and sophomore Brandon Bean have shown
promise at receiver and the Laker backfield, spear
headed by senior Kirk Spencer, is well-stocked. It’s
that Jamie Potts is a different (read: Division II Bo
Jackson-esque) brand of athlete. At 6-foot-3, 235
pounds, not only is Potts physically imposing. He’s
productive, and led GVSU in 2014 in both catches
(54) - more than double anyone else on the roster and touchdown receptions (10). A jack-of-all-trades
and a master of many since high school, Potts quar
terbacked his team at Muskegon Oakridge High
School, took care of all kicking duties and probably
would have filled up the Gatorade cooler, walked
the dog and painted the back porch had he been
asked. He’s also always had a penchant for baseball,
and compiled a successful dual-sport career in his
four years as a Laker. Last spring - his final season
of collegiate baseball eligibility - Potts was named a
first-team member of the Daktronics All-American
squad.
So when Potts pulled a Russell Wilson as a foot-

SEE POTTS | A9

FOOTBALL
7pm SEPTEMBER 18 vs Ferris
State

VOLLEYBALL

SOCCER

Life, libero and the pursuit of happiness

7pm SEPTEMBER 18 vs Findlay

From club to GV varsity: The Taylor Shomin story

1pm SEPTEMBER 20 vs Lake Erie
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

VOLLEYBALL
7pm SEPTEMBER 18 vs Wayne
State
4pm SEPTEMBER 19 vs Saginaw
Valley State
CROSS COUNTRY
12 pm SEPTEMBER 18 at MSU
Spartan Invite
WOMEN’S TENNIS
2pm SEPTEMBER 18 vs Wayne
State
2:30 pm SEPTEMBER 19 vs
Hillsdale
MEN’S TENNIS
SEPTEMBER 19-21 @ USTA/ITA
Regional Championships (Grand
Rapids, Michigan)
MEN’S GOLF
SEPTEMBER 20-21 at GLIAC
North Invitational (South Haven,
Michigan)

or the longest time it
looked like it would
never happen. But,
right when all seemed
lost, her dream finally
became a reality.
Sound familiar? It’s the plot to one
of those underdog success stories that
would make any Hollywood produc
er anxious to write up a script.
While she might not have film
makers knocking on her door, Tay
lor Shomin’s determination to be a
part of the Grand Valley State vol
leyball team can be an inspiration
to all. It’s never too late - don’t stop
trying to achieve your goals.
When Shomin enrolled at
GVSU, she made the decision to
join the club volleyball team be
cause it allowed her to keep playing
the game she loves competitively.
“I played club volleyball here for
three years,” Shomin said. “I always
wanted to have a chance to try out for

varsity, but just never got the chance.”
Although she couldn’t play for the
varsity squad, during those three years
Shomin did manage to get as close to
the action as possible by volunteer
ing to help record statistics at varsity
games with DJ Foster, GVSU’s assis
tant sports information director.
“She has been around the arena a
lot and around the team,” Foster said. “I
even remember her saying something
about she knew how they warmed up.
Like she knew some of the drills and
stuff they did by just sitting here and
watching them before matches.”
Having that familiarity and mak
ing those connections does go a long
way, but opportunities to make the
jump from club to varsity athletics are
extremely rare. The most recent no
table GVSU player to do it, and have
success, was soccer goalkeeper An
drea Strauss. Struass’ shutout against
No. 8 Rollins, and stellar playoff run
last season, carried the program to its
fourth national title in six seasons.
Shomin shows similar charac
teristics to that of Strauss’ - namely
determination and work ethic.

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP......
••

•

DEFENSIVE: GVSU senior Taylor Shomin poses as a new member of the Laker var
sity volleyball team. Shomin earned a starting spot on the team. GVL I Emily Fry#

Club volleyball head coach Anna
Tollefson praised her for not only
having the competitive drive to
improve her skills after each point,
but also being able to make her
teammates better in the process.

“She has worked so hard every
day’’ Tollefson said. “She’s been a great
player and leader day in and day out
She gave club volleyball her absolute
SEE SHOMIN | A8
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W. GOLF

Next golfer up
GV women’s golf with high hopes for 2015
BY ANDY SMITH
ASMITH@LANTHORN.COM

xpectations could

E

From top to bot
tom - senior to freshmen - the
team is looking to do big things.
“Our main goal is to be in the
national championship,” said se
nior Gabrielle Shipley. “We want
to be there as a team, we are
dreaming big and we know we
have a good shot to get there. “
The Lakers have the tough
task of replacing three-time
All-American Kelly Hartigan
who graduated last year, but
the team feels it has the depth
to fill the Hartigan void.
“You don’t look to replace
someone like Kelly’ said head
coach Rebecca Mailloux. “We
are counting on (Shipley) and
our other golfers to step up.
They have been working re

ally hard in the offseason, our . a niche as a reliable scorer.
one-two combo might not be
The Lakers have no shortage
as good as it was last year, but I of candidates for that slot — nor
have faith that we will be deep a shortage of experience in their
er two through five and that candidates. Juniors Julie Guckwill make us a stronger team.”
ian and Alex Taylor both earned
The Laker women have All-GLIAC Second Team lau
heaps of returning talent, and rels as sophomores in 2014-15,
it all starts with Shipley. The and competed in all 12 tourna
Hastings, Michigan native ments. Both Guckian and Tay
snagged WGCA All-Ameri lor were in the lineup for all six
ca First Team honors last sea of GVSUs wins, including the
son, and was named GLLAC Lakers’ eighth consecutive GLIWomens Golf Athlete of the AC Championship.
Year, while posting a scoring
Two not-so-new, yet still in
average of 74.82.
triguing, names are Sam Moss
The nature of golf is such and Danielle Crilley. Moss,
that one top athlete on a team a former GLLAC Freshman
can excel at accomplishing in of the Year, also competed in
dividual goals, but in order for 12 tournaments last season.
a team to be successful, depth Crilley played her first year at
and consistency need to make Oakland University, but joined
their presence known.
the Lakers last season and
GVSU returns a fair showed flashes of promise.
amount of experience, save
A step up from either Moss
for the loss of Hartigan, and or Crilley could go a long way
will need one of its returners, for the Lakers in 2015-16.
outside of Shipley, to establish
“I want to be in the top five

SHOMIN
CONTINUED FROM A7

all and I’m so glad that her talents and
hard work are getting recognized.”
With Tollefson, other coaches and even
alumni vouching for her, Shomin was finally
given the chance to make varsity this spring.
The graduation of 2014 GLIAC Libero of
the Year, Christina Canepa, meant head
coach Deanne Scanlon had a considerable
hole in her roster that needed to be filled.
Amanda Glaza, a transfer student from
Grand Rapids Community College, was
brought in with the notion she was going
to fill that role. Glaza earned numerous all
tournament team honors with the Raiders
and won a pair of regional championships.
Nevertheless, Shomin was given one day
to try out and make a lasting impression.
“It was extremely intense and there
was a lot of pressure,” she said.
Keeping with the theme of the dark
hoi’se character in a blockbuster movie,

Shomin seized the moment and is now
the starting libero - the team accepting
her with open arms.
“We gave her an opportunity,” Scan
lon said. “This was her dream. She gave
up playing club volleyball, her senior sea
son with them, just for a shot at this. Not
even a guaranteed spot.
“The kids have all responded to her re
ally well. Sometimes that’s tough when you
come in as a senior and you got one year
left and everyone is kind of like ‘Who is this
kid?’ But, she has blended in really well.”
Through the first eight games of
the season, Shomin has 128 digs and is
ranked fifth-best in the GLIAC with 4.57
digs per set. For comparison, Canepa fin
ished her accolade-filled 2014 season by
averaging 4.86 digs per set. It’s early, but
Shomin isn’t too far off pace.
Performing well is satisfying and
helps her keep the starting role, but that’s
not what gets Shomin motivated when
she steps out onto the court.
“What fires me up? Oh man. I would

all year and travel with the team
to every event,” Moss said. “We
also want to go to nationals and
win it We are very confident
that we can get there.” ,
The remainder of the Lak
ers roster is filled out by fresh
men Alex Amos and Macken
zie Blomberg.
GVSU began its quest for
a national championship as
it traveled to Michigan State
to compete in the Mary Fossum Invitational. The Lakers
came away with a seventhplace finish, beating four Di
vision I schools in the field.
“Doing this well in tourna
ment like this gives us the con
fidence that we can beat anyone
no matter what division they
are in, and it doesn’t mean that
just because you go to a Divi
sion I school doesn’t mean that
you are any better than the Di
vision II schools,” Shipley said.
“We can use this as confidence
boost for the team and capital

just say playing for the girl right next to
me and playing for the seniors. Not just
the seniors, everyone.”
Perhaps her biggest influence and
someone Shomin looks up to is her
younger sister, Teagan. This spring, Teagan Shomin earned an All-GLLAC Hon
orable Mention as a freshman playing on
the GVSU softball team.
“Honestly, she doesn’t know this, but
she drives me,” Shomin said. “Seeing her
fulfill her dream and being able to play for
Grand Valley gave me a lot more confi
dence and drive to not only to do this for
myself, but for her and make her proud.”
A protagonist can always use a support
ive sidekick to help them reach their happy
ending. This story, however, isn’t over.
There are still plenty of games left to play.
Every match, set and point being anoth
er moment she will cherish forever.
“I don’t think anybody understands
how awesome this opportunity is1 that
I’m able to come in my senior year and
have the chance to fulfill my dream.”

GRIP AND RIP: Alex Taylor, Grand Valley State junior, drives the ball"'
down range during a morning practice on April 30. GVL I ARCHIVE “

and Guckian carded 242s, and
Alex Taylor rounded out the
day for the Lakers with her 253,
The Laker women will
be back in action on Sept.
26 to 27 when they host the
seventh annual Gilda’s Club
Laker Fall Invite.

ize on what we did right, and
we also know the areas that we
have to work on.”
Shipley led the Lakers,
shooting a three-day score of
221, good for an individual
fifth-place finish at the invita
tional. Moss shot a 239, Amos

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to mold.
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W. TENNIS

Laker sophomore steps into top spot
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM

ypically in sports, its
best to move past mis
takes. If a quarterback
throws an interception,
they’re told to forget
about it. If a shooting guard misses
a 3-pointer, they’re supposed to keep
firing and prepare for the next one.
For Grand Valley States wom
en’s tennis player Abby Perkins,
it’s quite the opposite.
Perkins has a penchant for call
ing herself out after mistakes. Rather
than let it go, she has the ability to
turn her frustration into motivation,
and it’s this intensity that has enabled
her to have success on the court.
“The word on Abby is, is that she’s
tenacious and she’s dangerous,” her
father Bruce Perkins said. “She’s so
focused and so driven on what she’s
doing, it’s really impressive.”
Perkins is in her sophomore season
at GVSU. She is the No. 1 seed on a tal
ented team that’s off to a 4-0 start. On a
team with no upperclassmen, there are
no seniors to serve in leadership roles.
Abby Perkins has taken that
role head-on.
“Abby is playing the top player from
every school we face. I expect that she
will give 110 percent every time she
steps on the court,” said GVSU head
coach John Black. “She will have some
great wins this season and is starting to

POTTS

develop into a team leader.”
Perkins played tennis at Mason
High School, where she was named
First Team All-State all four years of
her high school career. In 2012, she
won the MHSAA Division II State
Championship from the No. 5 seed
as a sophomore. She was also named
to the Lansing State Journals prep
girls dream team the same year.
She was the 211th-ranked re
cruit coming out of high school
according to www.tennisrecruiting.net, and held offers from sev
eral universities. Although she
had many options to choose from,
her decision was an easy one.
“We required her to take all five
of her visits before she made a de
cision,” Bruce Perkins said. “When
we went to Grand Valley, the day we
picked her up, I said ‘Well, what’d
you think on a scale of 1-10?’ And
she said, ‘Dad, I’d give it a 10 out of
10.1 don’t want to go home.m
She says the decision has been
the best she’s ever made.
“I love the school,” Perkins said.
“I’m really lucky to be under coach
Black, and being a part of such a great
athletic program like Grand Valley. Ev
ery single thing lined up perfectly for
me here, I got really lucky. I could’ve
ended up at a lot of places I know I
wouldn’t have been as happy at.”
This past summer, Perkins
worked with Joey Farias, a tennis
pro at the Michigan Athletic Club

CONTINUED FROM A9

eral GVSU career counting-stat categories, in
cluding fifth in both hits and doubles. So when
Potts pulled a Russell Wilson as a football star
drafted by the Texas Rangers, it came as only a
mild surprise. Potts had expected he might get
a call from the Detroit Tigers on draft day, but

(MAC) in Lansing, so she could
take her game to the next level.
“She wanted to play a little bit high
er in the lineup,” Farias said. “Usually
players that are higher in the lineup
have a different play style than she was
used to. A lot of it was the footwork,
the mentality of certain game styles,
and serves was the big one.”
Farias also helped Perkins with
techniques to manage her chronic
shoulder soreness, which she has
been struggling with since high
school. There hasn’t been any struc
tural damage, and the soreness has
for the most part subsided. Farias
said she deserves all the credit.
“When it came to her shoul
der, she was very good at problem
solving. When it wasn’t feeling
well, she’d try to figure out a way
on her own to find a way to make
her way around it,” he said.
Perkins’ parents knew her de
termination and focus would yield
a lot of success, and her achieve
ments come as no surprise.
“She put a lot of sacrifice and ef
fort into it,” Bruce Perkins said. When
other kids would be out on Friday
nights or on Saturday, she had to play
in a tournament and had to get up at
5:30 - 6 in the morning to travel to go
play. Were very proud of her for that.”
After defeating Northwood this
past Sunday, GVSU has shown that it
could be a serious contender for the
GLIAC title despite its youth.

instead was selected this summer with the 918th
overall pick in the 31st round. With little hesita
tion, Potts inked a deal to play for the Spokane
Indians - a Class A Short Season affiliate of the
Rangers — and flew out to Washington for his first
season of professional baseball. “I’ve thought for a
while now that I probably have a better chance of
making it up to die highest level in baseball than
I do in football,” Potts said. “I’m a litde undersized
".rriji'rtl vm lliliut •
itrl

GVSU plays Wayne State this
Friday. The Lakers failed to beat the
Warriors in three tries last season,
including in the GLIAC Tourna
ment final. After last year’s results,
Perkins says this one is personal.

“With four of the sophomores in
the lineup, I feel like last year we kind
of lived it, and it’s more of a personal
goal for everyone,” she said. “I feel like
this year everyone wants it so badly.
It’ll be tough, but we can do it for sure.”

FINISH HIGH: Sophomore Abby Perkins winds up for a ground stroke in a match
earlier this season. Perkins is the No. 1 singles seed for GVSU. GVL I emily FRYE

to be a tight end in the NFL, which I would have
to be if I went that route. “Baseball - besides be
ing fun to play - is also a lot easier on your body
than football. There’s a lot less health concerns,
you can play a lot longer and I knew that if I got
the chance, I’d play professional baseball.” In 57
games with the Indians - most of which Potts hit
cleanup land started at rigfit field - he finished
with a .217/.290/.311 slash and four home runs.
He didn’t commit a single errbr.
It was a promising start - especially for a Di
vision II prospect like Potts that had nary been
exposed to big league caliber pitching. It was the
sort of start Potts was expecting to build on in fall
instruction league and in workouts back home.
At least, that’s what Potts thought until he re
ceived a fateful text from Mitchell in late August.
“I was in contact with coach Mitchell on and off
throughout the summer, and toward the end of
my season with the Indians, he sent me a text to
see if there was any possibility that I’d be able to
come back” Potts said. “I had previously heard
from some other people in the Ranger organiza
tion that it would be very unlikely that I’d be al
lowed to play football, but I decided to check one
last time.” After the text exchange with Mitchell,
Potts got in touch with the Rangers’ minor league
director of player development, Mike Daily.
What happened next was unexpected. The kind
of thing that defies the laws of opportunity cost,
and is generally reserved for overly optimistic day
dreams. “Mike was very supportive of my desire
to come back to finish my degree and my football
career, which was a little bit of a shock for me,”
Potts said. “I have been at GVSU for four years
and with two older brothers that went to school
here before me, I’ve been around the program for
even longer. Getting the opportunity to finish up
the right way was important to me, and it’s spe
cial to me that I was granted that opportunity.”
On Sept. 7 - the day after the second half of the
Northwest League ended - Potts was on a plane
back to Grand Rapids, Michigan. The day after
that, he was enrolled in the 13 credits he needed
to complete his degree in allied health sciences,

had cleared his eligibility with both GVSU and
the NCAA and was back to practicing with the
football team. Potts dressed, but played sparingly,
in GVSUs 27-24 come-from-behind, payback
victory against No. 7 Ohio Dominican on Satur
day. That won’t be the case Saturday in a critical
game against Ferris State that is expected to be
played in front of one of the largest crowds in
Lubbers Stadium history. “Any time the AnchorBone trophy is on the line, its a huge game for
both programs, and I’m excited to be at full go
for it,” Potts said. “It’s Ferris State. There doesn’t
have to be a lot said about it. They’re a good foot
ball team, and I think we are too. It’s the biggest
rivalry that we have, and there’s major implica
tions on the conference championship race. “We
want to win. I’m sure they do too. Well have to
see who wants it more.” After a summer vaca
tion spent without picking up a pigskin and only
a week’s practice to sync up with current GVSU
quarterback Bart Williams, there’s no guarantee
that Potts will make the difference for GVSU,
even if he does unleash a few Triple Lindys. Just
as there’s no guarantee that Potts will make it up
to the Major Leagues or that the Lakers will play
their way back from a disappointing 6-5 season
last year all the way into the national champion
ship game in this one. For now, that’s too far into
the future for Potts, who is elated just to be a col
lege student again. And for now, just having Potts
back in school is a dream come true for Mitchell
and the entirety of GVSU football. “It’s great be
ing back here,” Potts said. “I really missed it all.
Even playing pro baseball - and wed fill our sta
dium just about every night - nothing compares
to college athletics. As cool a spot as Spokane is,
it’s not college. There’s a special feel you get when
you’re playing for your school, and it means a lot
to me to be back for my senior season. “I try to
make it a practice not to look too far ahead - our
approach at GVSU has always been to take ev
erything one day at a time. That said, I can’t help
but to be excited to see where we end up at the
end of the year if we take care of business every
week.”

• Fully furnished apartments.Private bedroom & bath • Across.the street fro
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Blessed to be stressed
Senior leader poised for big season with GV soccer
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPOffTS@LANTHORN.COM

s one of the main leaders on the
Grand Valley State women’s soc
cer team, senior midfielder Katie
Klunder has always been an en
ergetic, up-beat person.
Consistent. Reliable. Smiling. Katie Klunder.
Things were not always easy for the vet
eran leader. Klunder, a Grandville, Michi
gan native, has been through many ups and
downs throughout her career at GVSU.
“I’ve had a very interesting and awesome
four years so far,” Klunder said.
Klunder took her lumps freshman year.
Coming from Calvin Christian High School,
she faced challenges while trying to adjust
from the high school to the college game.
No one took it easy on Klunder her first
season at GVSU. The coaches and leaders on
the team made sure she learned the ropes
of Division II soccer and knew that it was a
privilege to play the game.
This new style of practicing and tough
ness made many of Klunder’s recruiting
classmates quit. She and senior forward Katie
Bounds are the only two remaining players
from that recruiting class. Bounds and Klun
der roomed together their freshman year.
“Katie has come a really long way from
her freshman year,” Bounds said. “She’s blos
somed into an amazing soccer player.”
Klunder had thoughts about quitting herself,
but her faith in God told her to stick it out.
That was the turning point in Klunder’s
career at GVSU.
The next season, Klunder became more ac
climated to the college lifestyle and play on
the soccer field. This allowed her to enjoy the
moments and make them count.
“My sophomore year was a complete 180
from my freshman year* Klunder said. “We

are blessed to be stressed.”
Her sophomore year, Klunder and the
Lakers won the national championship
when many counted them out. She played
big minutes the previous season which
helped her prepare for her second year.
It wasn’t long into her soccer career when Klun
der began to stand out on the pitch.
At age 5, Klunder played for a commu
nity recreational team. The league had a rule
where if a player scored three goals, they
could not score anymore.
Klunder would always score three goals.
Klunder continued to play both high school soc
cer and travel soccer. She was not heavily recruited
from her high school because of the school’s size,
however GVSU coaches watched Klunder’s travel
team games and liked what they saw.
“Katie is a very easy-going kid who always
has a smile on her face,” said Jeff Hosier, head
coach of the GVSU women’s soccer team.
“Everyone on the team respects Katie.”
Klunder was part of the team that saw GVSU
make a coaching change, swapping longtime
coached Dave Dilanni and bringing in Hosier.
“We were all super nervous about the
coaching change at first,” Klunder said.
“You see someone almost every single day
of your life and then they are just gone.”
Ever since Hosier arrived when Klunder
was a junior, he has been trying to bring
out the aggressiveness in her. Off the field,
Klunder an easy-going, all-smiles person,
but on the field she is almost the same.
“There isn’t really much difference on
and off the field with her,” Hosier said. “But
that is what we are trying to change. We
want her to play with more of an edge.”
Klunder’s senior campaign has started off
crisply. She has a goal to her credit and she
can usually be seen flying around the field
being involved. Follow the number two blue
jersey at GVSU’s next soccer game.
The ball will probably be nearby.

M. GOLF

Young and old
Depth, variety to help GV men’s golf in 2015-16
r

PURE: Freshman Alex Scott focuses on the ballon Friday. Aug. 28. Scott and
his teammates are poised to do damage in the GLIAC. GVi | KEVIN sielaff

DISTRIBUTOR: Katie Klunder controls the ball during GVSU’s Snow Bowl last season. Klunder. one
of the Lakers' four seniors, has endured to become a key fixture for GVSU. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

goal — advance past the regionals and
win a national championship.
All three freshmen were ranked in
he Grand Valley State the top 1,500 high school golfers in
men’s golf team has talent. the country, and some turned down
The Grand Valley State Division I offers to become Lakers.
White, Scott and Messner bring
men’s golf team has expe
rience. The Grand Valley an intriguing crew to GVSU golf this
season, but, above all, provide more
State men’s golf team has depth.
depth
on an already strong squad.
As the 2015-16 season gets un
Seniors Chris Beltzer, Tyler Poluderway, however, the Lakers still
lak and Austin Eccleton will lead the
have plenty to work on.
“There’s a level of toughness that I charge for the Lakers. Beltzer is a leadfeel like our team doesn’t really possess by-example type golfer, with a pen
yet that’s necessary for playing colle chant for focus and determination.
“It could be 38 degrees and rain
giate golf in the Midwest,” said GVSU
head coach Gary Bissell. “I think that ing sideways and you’re not going to
hear a peep from him,” Bissell said.
we need to get tougher for sure.”
Last season, the Lakers finished in “He’s really good at just accepting it
the middle of the GLIAC. This year, and saying, ‘OK, here we go.m
Polulak earned All-GLIAC Second
GVSU is looking to improve upon last
Team
honors in 2014-15, and averaged
year’s finish and take the next step into
a score of 74.86 over 21 rounds. Eccle
GLIAC - and national - success.
Hosting the 2016 NCAA Midwest/ ton, a Jackson, Michigan native, has
Central Super Regional and a strong re played in tournaments every year since
cruiting class are two ways to climb the his freshman season at GVSU.
The depth of the team Bissell
ladder of success, and for GVSU, both
have come to fruition. Freshmen Mitch has assembled is a major strength
ell White, Alex Scott and Bryce Messner for the Lakers.
“We’ve got eight guys with whom
will join the battalion of swingers and
begin a quest to accomplish the ultimate 1 could pull names out of a hat and
play them in any order and we’d be
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

D

MARKETPLACE
r
Announcements

Housing

Housing

I am a new faculty and just
moved to Grand Rapids. I
am looking for some help
moving my stuff. Please call
me for further details:
(773)-593-1982

I am looking for a
sub-leaser from August
2015-May 2016 in a 4
bedroom townhouse in
48West. Rent is $474 per
month. Please contact
Kelsey if interested.
smithke8@mail.gvsu.edu

Housing
Looking for 2015/2016
school year subleaser in
brand new Campus View
cottages. Year long lease,
$525
rent.
Great
roommates!!! 517-803-0350

Female roommate needed
by July/August for Fall16Winter17 semester! Looking
for houses downtown. We
are 3 clean, nice girls.
Contact Taylor if interested schameht@mail.gvsu.edu

Looking for 3 roommates for
upcoming year August-July.
House is walking distance
from downtown GVSU
campus (2 streets), 115
National Ave NW 4
bedroom, 2 bathroom house
Cheap rent. Current
roommates graduated and
moved
out.
Email
clareym@mail.gvsu.edu for
more info.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email classifiedst&lanthorncom for more info on restrictions

FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
classifieds(a)lanthorn.com

or call

616 331-2460
-
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the same team,” Bissell said.
Among those eight guys are
sophomore Domenic Mancinelli
and redshirt freshman Brent Mar
shall. Mancinelli was the 2014-15
GLIAC Men’s Golfer of the Year and
All-GLIAC Second Team honoree,
and also fills the slot of team leader.
“I think we’re a Top 25 team this
year,” Mancinelli said. “We’re hosting
the super regionals, and I think we
have a realistic shot of getting out of
there and going on to win a title.”
Similar to last year, the Lakers
may not having a ringer who can
go out every single day and put on
a show on the course.
Bissell, however, has someone in
mind who could fill that role.
“Tyler Polulak. It’s his senior
season, he seems motivated to go
out on a strong note and really im
prove his game. I think he’s going
to have an excellent year,” he said.
Bissell feels the Lakers have the tal
ent to be better than the 2014-15 season,
but so does GVSU’s competition. Firm
expectations are difficult to nail down at
this point - it is early, after all. However,
if this diverse team continues to im
prove, the Lakers could find themselves
in the thick of things come spring.

Looking for 2 female
roommates $350 a month
shared or $550 a month
single, includes all utilities
and internet. Condo on 40th
Ave. just across Lake
Michigan Dr. from GVSU
entrance. Email me, Emily,
at waypae@mail.gvsu.edu if
interested.
Looking to sublet one
bedroom in Country Place
for Fall 2015 semester.
Three female roommates, all
very clean. Please contact
wardellm@mail.gvsu.edu if
interested.

Southland Auto Wash

6 Grand Rapids Lo—1---Full & Part time
positions available
Startinjg pay $8.50
+ weekly bonus

apply online:
soutnlandautowash.com/apply.php
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